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Joshua Gordon
View From Algiers
All afternoon we've got
 
the place to ourselves,  
drinking beer and listening to this jazz band
 accented, like some
 
tin-ear Miles Davis,  
by
 
car horns blaring past outside. Every  time  
you whisper in
 
my ear, the sax player  grins  
and elbows the trumpeter, not
 
missing a beat.  
Towards
 
five o'clock, they call it quits as  
the
 
Saks  Fifth Ave.  boys flood in. Everyone's  
a player, with
 
tie askew  and top button open,  
building a
 
crescendo from under-the-table  
trading
 
to  raised glasses. Over the din, I  
suggest we cut out and catch
 
the  ferry to Algiers,  
make out
 
on the levee where we can watch  
their carpools pile up
 
like Mardi Gras beads.
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